JTERNATIONAL  SOCIETY 


NTIQUE  SCALE  COLLECTORS 


DARE  WE  THINK  300? 

Not  long  ago  the  idea  of  that  many  ISASC  members  clearly  was 
unthinkable.  After  all/  how  many  scale  collectors  can  there  be 
in  the  world,  scales  being  hardly  as  plentiful  as,  say,  postage 
stamps.  But  logic  aside,  our  society  continues  to  grow  at  a 
healthy  rate,  as  the  enclosed  cards  for  new  members  attest  to. 
True,  we  lose  a  few  when  dues-paying  time  comes  around,  but  our 
gain  each  year  clearly  exceeds  our  loss,  and  one  of  these  days 
the  unthinkable  may  become  a  reality.  Meanwhile,  to  keep  your 
roster  up  to  date,  remove  cards  for  resigned  members  Dennis 
Smith,  Gerd  Hoxtermann,  and  Rob  Lemmers. 


CONVENTION  UPDATE. 

This  past  January,  member  Utz  Schmidt  tested  the  waters  with 
a  questionnaire  to  see  whether  members  would  prefer  a  1982  or 
1983  ISASC  get-together  in  Germany,  and  the  response,  for 
whatever  reasons,  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  1983.  Even  at  this 
early  date,  a  good  number  of  members  opted  for  spring  of  next 
year,  so  it  appears  that  the  site,  year  and  season  are  definite. 
Before  this  year  is  out,  Utz,  who's  volunteered  to  promote  and 
organize  the  event,  undoubtedly  will  be  sending  members  all  the 
details  and,  in  the  meantime,  you  might  start  thinking  about  a 
pleasure  trip  to  Stuttgart  in  early  May  (a  delightful  month  in 
Germany) . 
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AND  AS  A  CONVENTION  PREVIEW... 

we  felt  it  would  be  nice  to  provide  merabers  with  a 
translation  (copy  enclosed)  of  the  German  pamphlet  on  the 
Balances  and  Weights  Museum  in  Balingen  that  was  included  with 
the  previous  EQM.  If  any  members  did  not  keep  the  pamphlet 
because  tliey  lacked  the  translation  and  now  would  like  another 
one,  we  suggest  you  write  Utz  and  request  one,  as  should  any  new 
members  who  have  joined  subsequent  to  the  date  the  pamphlet  was 
mailed . 

COLLECTOR'S  MEMORABILIUM . 

That's  what  we're  calling  an  antique  poster  depicting  the 
Salter  scale  factory  and  assorted  Salter  scales,  acquired  by 
member  Dick  Cliitty  of  Newchurch-in-Pendle  (England),  who's  had  it 
handsomely  reproduced  in  quantity  for  sale  to  our  merabers.  It's 
a  first  for  our  library,  is  most  suitable  for  framing,  and  makes 
a  most  unusual  and  entertaining  wall  decoration.  It's  yours  (one 
per  member,  due  to  limited  supply)  for  the  nominal  cost  of  $7.00, 
plus  $2.00  for  overseas  airmail  if  desired.  To  order  one,  simply 
fill  out  and  return  the  enclosed  order  card-  with  payment. 

ABOUT  OTHER  MEMORABILIA, 

catalogs,  pamphlets,  books  and  the  like,  the  most  current 
list  is  enclosed,  and  we'd  like  to  call  your  attention  to  item 
#5,  "The  Standard  of  Weights  and  Measures  in  the  Exchequer,  Anno 
12',  Henrici  Septimi",  now  reduced  from  $15  to  only  $10.  If  you 
don't  have  a  copy,  there'll  never  be  a  better  time  to  buy  one. 

Or,  for  that  matter,  anything  else  on  the  list. 

BUSINESS  REPORT. 

The  decision  to  reduce  the  price  on  the  item  described  above 
was  just  one  of  several  matters  taken  up  during  an  ISASC  business 
meeting  on  March  7,  1982  (the  larger  we  grow,  the  more  business 
there  is  to  transacti).  Officers  in  attendance  were  Bob  Stein, 
Tod  Carley  and  Bob  Miller  (a  quorum,  for  those  sticklers  for 
Robert's  Rules  of  La\7  and  Order),  and  following  Sunday  brunch,  a 
two-hour  business  agenda  was  handily  dealt  with  .  Among  the 
matters  discussed  was  the  near-future  plan  to  develop  a 
bibliography  of  books  on  scales  and  weights  currently  in  print. 
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thus  enabling  members  to  start--or  expand  upon--their  personal 
library.  Responsibilty  for  the  project  has  been  jointly  assumed 
by  Michael  Crawforth  and  Tod  Carley,  and  we  hope  to  have  it  in 
members'  hands  by  tlie  end  of  the  year. 

MORE  BU$INE$$. 

You  guessed  it:  fiscal  business,  and  we're  pleased  to 

report  that  your  society  is  healthily  in  the  black,  as  evidenced 
by  the  enclosed  1981  annual  financial  statement  prepared  by  our 
hard-working  treasurer,  Bob  Miller,  and  our  accounting  firm. 

This  most  desirable  conditioti  is  a  result  of  increased  dues 
income  (more  members,  more  money)  and  a  brisk  and  continuing  sale 
of  catalogs,  articles,  past  issues  of  EQM,  etc. 

AND  BECAUSE  WE'RE  NICELY  SOLVENT... 

we're  getting  to  tiie  point  where  we  can  consider  providing 
additional  member  benefits  and  assuming  whatever  costs  are 
involved.  A  case  in  point  is  a  complete,  up-to-date  and  separate 
EQM  index  which  Michael  and  Diana  Crawforth  have  been  diligently 
working  on  for  a  number  of  months.  It  will  replace  the  various 
indexes  that  have  appeared  in  past  issues  of  EQM  and  will  be 
updated  every  three  years,  with  the  likelihood  of  supplemental 
indexes  being  published  in  the  off  years.  This,  too,  we  hope  to 
complete  and  distribute  by  the  end  of  1982. 

A  PROBLEM  --  AND  A  SOLUTION. 

To  print  and  mail  a  new  membership  card  every  time  the 
description  of  a  member's  collection  changes  is  too  costly  and 
time-consuming,  especially  when  taking  into  account  the  certainty 
that  collections  are  in  a  constant  state  of  flux  and  invariably 
growing.  However,  for  those  members  who  would  like  the 
information  on  their  cards  updated,  we'll  be  glad  to  include 
revised  information  in  the  Chairman's  Newsletter  and  let  each 
member  then  modify  his  cards  accordingly. 

The  first  such  change  comes  from  Lou  Boogaard,  who  tells  us 
his  scale  collection,  which  numbered  60  when  he  first  joined 
ISASC,  nov;  numbers  365  (145  postal,  70  coin,  150  trade),  mainly 
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English.  That  *  s  some  increase,  and  a  credit  to  Lou's  zeal  for 

collecting.  Another  updated  figure  (now  that  I  think  of  it)  is 
my  own  collection,  vs^hich  presently  numbers  395  scales  (up  from 
the  last  published  number  of  300),  and  still  all  postal. 

If  you'd  like  data  on  your  collection  updated,  let  us  hear 
from  you.  And  while  on  the  subject  of  current  information, 
please,  when  you  send  us  a  change  of  address,  tell  us  if  your 
phone  number  is  still  the  same  or,  if  changed,  what  your  new 
number  is. 

MISSIVES  FROM  MEMBERS. 

Needless  to  say,  I'm  always  pleased  to  hear  from  members, 
and  wish  I  could  find  more  time  for  personal  correspondence,  but 
I'm  afraid  I  have  to  rely  on  the  Chairman's  Newsletter  to  satisfy 
my  obligations  and,  on  occasion,  share  something  of  interest  that 
comes  my  way.  A  case  in  point  is  a  nice  letter  I  recently 
received  from  member  Brian  Bielby,  a  collector/dealer  who  tells 
me  he  exhibits  regularly  at  trade  fairs,  the  most  popular  being 
one  at  the  Gatwick  Hilton  on  the  second  Sunday  of  every  month. 
Brian  invites  members  visiting  or  residing  in  London  to  look  him 
up;  a  brief  note  to  him  regarding  his  schedule  is  sure  to  elicit 
a  response. 

And  on  a  related  matter  that  has  to  do  with  correspondence 
directed  my  way,  I'd  like  to  remind  members  that  when  ordering 
anything  from  our  ISASC  library  (catalogs,  books,  back  issues  of 
EQM),  remittance  with  the  order  is  required.  From  time  to  time  a 
member  will  ask  us  to  send  material  with  an  invoice,  which  we 
cannot  do,  simply  because  we  don't  have  the  manpower  to  handle 
the  mechanics  involved  (actually,  v^/e  don't  even  have  an  invoice 
form) . 

So  much  for  the  moment.  Until  next  time... 


Fraternally 


